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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD

 Jmuary29,2000 .

o -;;Env:ronmental Quahty Board o
" PO Box 8477 L o
N .Hamsburg, PA 17105 8477

RE 25 PA Code Chapter 95 Waste Water Treatment Requlrernents i

- Dear Envrronmental Quallty Board

o :;,Please be adwsed that Iam opposmg the “25 PA Code Chapter 95 Waste Water- : 3
- Treatment Requlrements as the- treatment requlrements w1ll greatly 1mpact my bUSlness TR
< omy, employees and my customers.. - L LSt L

B My customers workmg in the coal mdustry wrll be 1mpacted and the 1mpaet ramrﬁcatlons

- will trickle down to thousands employed throughout thie Commonwealth of Pennsylvama
© . Again, Tam opposmg the freatment requirements unammously asa result of and thefact .~ . . :
S “that your data does not show-that there is a real sustamed threat to streams across 'the’ state S RIS
- from high TDS levels. ‘The DEP claims that they have data t0 support rule making, those™~ -~ i

" in'the coal and mineral industry | have not seer if. ‘Some of the.data’ was based on two and N
-.a half months of samplmg inthe Mon Rlver basm in the Fall of 2008, hlstoncally, this™
L time penod prowdes exceptlonally low-ﬂow whlch results m a 31gn1ﬁcantly less L

: “:assmrlattve capacrty to absorb TDS concentratlons :

. B .Also the EPA’s ST ORET data for the south Plttsburgh mlle pomt 4 5 momtonng statlon
S :on the Mon River shows: sulfates and chlorides were never above 180mg/1 for the past lO
© years. The West. Vlrgmla Umversuy Water Research Instltute momtored the Mon River !
- ‘at Point’ Marion, PA milée point 90.8 from 1999 — 2006 durmg this time frame, the Pomt
. “Marion’ momtormg location showed declmmg trerids in chlorides, sulfates and TDS .
o ‘concentrations. ‘Additionally, the DEP did not perform an.economic lmpact analysrs o['
- :-the proposal ﬂatly acknowledgmg before WRAC that tlme constramts prevented this -
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Ramifications from 25 PA Code Chapter 95 Waste Water Treatment Requxrements could . : SR
seriously damage the economy. Treatment options for these constituents arenotcost. .~ .- |
effective. For the bituminous coal mmmg industry, the only technology able to reduce ° ' : |
TDS to the levels DEP is proposing is reverse osmosis combined with evaporation and

crystallization and pretreatment. Again; not cost effective and seriously-damaging the -

‘economy, the mining industry and thousands of jobs. Furthermore, the suggested -

technology to be used for these treatments has never been operatlonally testedonsucha

large scale. : » : :

The cost and nnpacts of thls proposed regulatlon will escalate into bllhons in capltal

‘costs. Millions of dollars will be spent each year for operation and maintenance, A
: bondmg, cost for land acquisition; site development, utilities extensmns to construct such '
, treatment systems will hmder the competltlveness of the Pennsylvama Mlmng Industry

‘ __In summary, the regulatlon is: opposed and I ask the Envxronmental Quahty Board to
recon51der o : _— : ,

. Tha.nk you,. v

. Sincerely,.

' Cljial;les‘L. Echnoz B



